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TO BE KEPT IN THE TEACHER'S VEST 
POCKET 

If you are going to be absent, don't fail to 
notify the superintendent. 

If you are going to be present, don't fail 
to be there before any of your scholars. 

If you are going to really teach, somebody 
is going to really learn something, and that 
means that you are going to really study 
something. 

If you are going to hold your classes regu- 
larly, you must hold yourself regularly and 
interestedly in the work. 

The time has passed when a few minutes' 
sleepy Saturday-night study will hold bright 
boys and girls. 

If you have each scholar's photograph im- 
pressed on the soft tablet of your heart, you 
will right often look over the album ; and if 
any are absent, you will specially ponder 
their features and communicate with them in 

some way. 
If any of your scholars are sojourning, or 

you are away during the summer, you 
can open the sweetest treasury of their nature 
by presenting them constantly a picture of 
your heart "on ordinary writing paper." 
And when the "harvest home" comes on in 
the ripening fall, you will have your well- 
rounded shock of many sheaves compacted 
together, and ready to be gathered into the 
great granary. Try it.—Sunday School Her- 
ald. 

Our Bible School 
PRAYER MEETING TOPICS 
CHARACTER  STUDIES—RUTH 

/.    Biography. 

a. A Moabitess, Ruth i : 4. 
b. Her connection with Naomi, Ruth 1 : 

2-9. 1. Notice Ruth's affection for Naomi, 
Ruth 1 : 16. 2. Notice Orphah's affection 
for Naomi.    3.    Which loved her best ? 

c. Gleans in field of Boaz, Ruth 2 : 2, 3. 
d. Kindness of Boaz, Ruth 2:8-16. 
e. Boaz marries Ruth, Ruth 4:10. 
f. Great grandmother <>l David, Ruth 4 : 

21, 22. 

//.    Life Lessons. 

a. It is helpful to think that Jesus came 
of such noble ancestors as these. (Read 
Matt. 1 : 1-16.) 

b. Naomi's affection for her daughters- 
in-law begot a like affection in them, I John 
4:7 11. 

c. The purity of Ruth caused Boaz to be 
pure in heart also. 

d. The example of a pure loving woman 
is mighty for purity, Matt. 5 : 8. 

J. L. (In.1.IN. 

STUDIES IN THE MINOR PROPHETS-NO. 8 
OBADIAH 

A Brief Exposition of the Book.—There 
are several points in this Prophecy that may 
be more or less obscure to the student. So 
a few words will be in place in the line of ex- 
position.    Let us begin with 

I.    The People and Their  Land.—The 

Edomites were descendants of Abraham thro 
Esau. They intermarried with the Canaan- 
ites and adopted their idolatry. They oc- 
cupied the territory lying south of the Dead 
Sea. Their land probably extended west of 
the Arabah and hence lay south of a portion 
of Palestine. It is very mountainous and 
much broken. Tho rough and rugged it is 
quite rich. The most remarkable feature of 
the Edomites was their dwelling in caves cu*. 
out of the soft sandstone mountain-sides. 

II. The Divine Judgment on Edom.— 
The Prophecy opens with the unusual de- 
claration that the message of the prophet is 
from the Lord. The nations are summoned 
by God to rise up in battle against Edom. 
1. Edom has been resting in her mountain 
fastnesses and her strongholds so securely 
that in her pride she boasts that none can 
drive her out. In the midst of her pride and 
self security she has forgotten to reckon with 
the Lord. Insolently, Edom boasts, "IVho 
shall bring Mi down to the ground?" In- 
stantly and unexpectedly, as from an un- 
thought-of source, Jehovah thunders from 
the midst of his people the answer, "/ will 
bring thee down from thence." 2 4. And 
this humiliation of Kdom will be a most 
complete devastation. Thieves and grape- 
gatherers leave something behind, for even 
robbers steal only till they have enough, but 
the most secret treasures of Edom will be 
spoiled in this judgment upon them. 5-6. 
Verses 7-9 show the utter failure of all her 
resources. Her allies have turned against 
her and her friends have become betrayers. 
Wise and crafty Edom is taken in her own 
craftiness. Edom's proverbial wisdom gives 
place to terror and her heroism to ruinous 
despair. 

III. Reasons for the Judgment.—In the 
day of Judah's misfortune, when hostile na 
tions waged war against her, defeated her 
armies, carried away her substance, despoil- 
ed her cities, made her people captives, then 
Edom was as one of the spoilers. When 
the booty was divided and the prisoners 
slain, when pity and help were due Jacob, 
then Edom eager for plunder and in the 
violence of a blood-thirsty hate rejoiced in 
the downfall of a brother-nation.    9-14. 

IV. The Judgment of the Nations.— 
Edom, having become the open and violent 
enemy of the people of Jehovah, falls under 
the same retributive judgment as the sur- 
rounding heathen nations. 15. The "Day 
of the Lord" is the day of vindication. It is 
also the day of punishment that overtakes 
the nations that have dealt treacherously and 
violently with Zion. They shall drink the 
cup of Jehovah's wrath to the full, and a 
drunkenness of blood shall seize them. 16. 
But here, as so frequently in the Prophets, 
an escaped remnant shall dwell on Mt. Zion. 
This becomes the center of Theocracy. Then 
from Zion shall judgment begin to go forth 
and salvation from her holy ones. From 
Mt. Zion as the center the kingdom shall be 
extended. The surrounding territory shall 
be recovered and captives shall be set free. 

And saviors (messiahs) shall come and the 
Savior (Messiah) on Mt. Zion.     17 21. 

THE WEEK'S WORK 

1. Study the content of the Book using 
the exposition here given. 

2. Are verses 17-21 Messianic? 
3. Study the Theology of the Book. 

J. ALLEN MILLER. 

Hiram, Ohio. 

SERMONS IN QUAINT TEXTS 
BY THE EDITOR 

Text : Do we look for another.—Matt. 11:8. 

John seems to have been in doubt as to 
whether Jesus was really the Christ, and so 
he sent two of his disciples to make inquiry, 
"Art thou he that should come or do we look 
for another ?" When in the prison of doubt 
and despair, when all seems dark about us, 
let us follow the example of John, go to Jes- 
sus for light and help. Sometimes we get 
very much worried over the trials of life ; we 
are disheartened and perplexed and know 
not what to do. At such times we should go 
to Jesus. He will bring light into our dark- 
ened souls and open the way out of the pris- 
on of doubt and despair. "Do we look for 
another ?" A great many people do. When 
things do not go quite right they begin to 
wonder whether the religion of Christ is a 
real thing or whether they have been deceiv- 
ed. As long as life is full of sunshine and 
their souls filled with joy and everything 
about them bright and cheery, they are per- 
fectly satisfied that Jesus is with them and 
has pardoned them and given them peace. 
But when trouble comes, when they suffer 
loss, when they are called upon to make sac- 
rifices and endure hardships and bear bur- 
dens, then they begin to feel disappointment. 
The religion of Christ is not just what they 
expected it to be. The result is they sink into 
the slough of despair, they become despond- 
ent and sometimes lose all hope. This is all 
uncalled for. What we need is to be deeper 
rooted and grounded in the faith of Christ, 
rather in Christ. Then these outward trials 
and hardships and losses and disappoint- 
ments, will not disturb the peace and quiet 
of the soul. Let us rest firmly on the rock 
Christ Jesus, and the little breezes, yea the 
storms and tempests of life may touch us but 
they can not disturb us. Rest in the Lord 
and wait patiently for him. 

Text:    He gave commandment to depart unto the 
other side."—Matt. 8 : 18. 

It was Christ who gave the commandment, 
and the "other side" in this case was beyond 
the sea. It was on this occasion when there 
arose a great storm on the sea and the disci- 
ples woke up Jesus and called on him to save 
them from the tempest. It must have been 
a great satisfaction to these disciples to re- 
member that they had gone out at Christ's 
bidding and not at their own suggestion. We 
need not wonder that Christ enjoyed peace 
ful slumber notwithstanding the waves were 
tossing the vessel to and fro. He had order- 
ed that boat to take the trip, and in his hands 


